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A  BRIEF  STATEMENT, 


&C.,  &C. 


The  Complaint  of  King  Pepple  against  Her  Majesty’s  Govern - 
ment ,  may  be  stated  under  the  following  heads  : — 

1st.  Noncompliance  on  the  part  of  the  Government  with 
the  conditions  of  two  Treaties,  the  terms  of  which  had  been 
faithfully  observed  by  Xing  Pepple  and  his  subjects. 

2nd.  The  deportation  of  Xing  Pepple  from  his  dominions, 
and  his  forcible  detention  at  the  islands  of  Pernando  Po,  and 
Ascension,  from  the  23rd  January,  1854,  to  the  27th  November, 
1855. 

3rd.  The  refusal  of  the  Government  to  settle  the  just  claims 
of  Xing  Pepple,  and  to  compensate  him  for  losses  and  expenses 
attendant  on  his  forcible  abduction  and  unlawful  detention. 

Original  documents  sustaining  the  above  charges,  are  in  the 
possession  of  Xing  Pepple,  who  is  now  in  England,  and  copies  of 
some  of  the  most  important  of  them  will  be  foimd  in  the  appendix 
annexed. 


1st.  Noxconr FIANCE  WITH  TREATIES. 

The  Eiver  Ponny  was  one  of  the  principal  depots  for  the  Slave 
Trade  on  the  "West  coast  of  Africa,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Xing  and  Chiefs  was  derived  therefrom.  Xing 
Pepple  is  the  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  kings,  who  have  reigned 
over  Grand  Bonny,  and  was  made  king  on  the  9th  of  April,  1837. 

On  the  20th  August,  1841,  a  Treaty  was  made  between  Xing 
Pepple,  and  Captain  William  Tucker,  of  H.  B.  M.  Ship  ‘  Iris  ’ 
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i^vide  Appendix  No.  1)  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
in  consideration  of  an  annual  present  of  10,000  dollars  value,  to 
be  continued  for  five  years.  King  Pepple  faithfully  adhered  to 
the  terms  of  the  said  Treaty,  but  only  received  from  the  British 
Government  the  annual  present  for  two  years,  instead  of  jive. 

On  the  21st  November,  1848,  Captain  Eden,  of  H.  B.  M.  Ship 
‘  Amphitrite  ’  visited  the  river  Bonny,  when  the  king  was  induced 
partly  by  intimidation,  and  partly  by  the  intimation  '  that  unless 
he  complied,  all  further  presents  would  be  withheld  ’  to  enter 
into  a  second  Treaty,  (vide  Appendix  No.  2.)  by  virtue  of  which 
he  was  to  receive  an  annual  present  of  2,000  dollars,  for  five 
years.  This  was  doubtless  intended  to  set  aside  the  claims  of 
King  Pepple  to  the  sums  remaining  unpaid  under  the  Treaty  of 
20th  August,  1841 ;  but  a  reference  to  the  dates  will  show  that 
the  period  of  five  years,  during  which,  the  annual  payment  of 
10,000  dollars  was  to  continue  under  the  first  Treaty,  had  expired, 
and  that  the  payments  under  it  were  actually  due,  and  in  arrear 
at  the  date  of  the  second  Treaty.  And  as  the  second  Treaty  nei¬ 
ther  alleges  any  breach  on  the  part  of  the  King,  of  the  provisions 
of  the  first  Treaty,  nor  refers  to  it  in  any  way  whatever,  it  is 
contended  that  it  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  supplemental  Treaty 
by  which  the  British  Government  guaranteed  a  further  annual 
payment  of  2,000  dollars  for  a  further  space  of  five  years,  and  not 
as  a  renunciation  on  the  part  of  King  Pepple,  of  the  sums  due 
under  the  Treaty  of  August,  1841. 

The  original  drafts  of  both  Treaties,  executed  by  the  Officers  of 
Her  Majesty’s  Navy,  are  still  in  possession  of  King  Pepple. 

2nd.  The  Forcible  Detention  of  King  Pepple  ah  the  Is¬ 
lands  of  Fernando  Po,  and  Ascension. 

The  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  the  strict  manner  in 
which  the  King  enforced  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty,  had  made 
the  King  unpopular  with  a  small  section  of  his  Chiefs,  whose 
revenues  had  been  greatly  diminished  by  the  stopping  of  the 
profitable  traffic  in  slaves,  and  they  only  awaited  an  opportunity 
of  openly  manifesting  their  displeasure. 
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The  King  found  that  the  neighbouring  people  of  Xew  Calabar 
were  secretly  prosecuting  the  traffic  in  Slaves,  in  violation  of 
their  Treaties  with  H  B.  Hajesty,  and  that  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  traffic,  they  were  in  the  habit  of  making  incursions  on  his 
territory,  and  he  therefore  remonstrated  with  them,  and  finding 
his  remonstrances  useless,  prepared  to  enforce  compliance  by  an 
appeal  to  arms.  This  led  to  a  serious  disturbance  between  the 
King  and  some  of  the  Chiefs,  who,  as  it  has  already  been  stated, 
secretly  sympathised  with  the  prosecution  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

At  this  juncture,  Hr.  Beecroft,  H.  B.  H.  Consul  at  Fernando 
Po,  invited  by  a  party  of  English  Traders,  who  had  established 
themselves  by  the  King's  permission  as  a  Court  of  Equity  at 
Bonny,  and  whose  motives  will  appear  in  the  sequel,  and  backed 
by  the  guns  of  H.  H.  Squadron  on  the  "West  Coast  of  Africa,  paid 
a  visit  to  Bonny,  and  proceeded  to  investigate  (query  by  what 
right  ?)  the  conduct  of  the  King.  Eventually  by  Hr.  Beecroft’ s 
advice,  the  King  was  induced  to  retire  for  a  short  time  from 
Bonny ;  and  accordingly  on  the  23rd  January,  1854,  he  embarked 
with  Hr.  Beecroft,  for  Eemando  Po.  But  when  his  Chiefs  and 
people  heard  that  the  King  was  about  to  embark  with  the  Consul, 
they  were  strongly  opposed  thereto,  and  were  only  pacified  by  the 
assurance  of  Hr.  Beecroft,  that  the  King  was  only  leaving  them 
for  a  season,  and  that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  return  to  them 
whenever  he  might  wish.  In  support  of  this  statement,  vide  cer¬ 
tificates  of  Supercargo  Burkett,  and  Captain  Stowe.  (Appendix 
Kos.  3  and  4.) 

Notwithstanding  the  friendly  language  of  Hr.  Beecroft,  King 
Pepple  found  that  he  was  in  fact  a  prisoner  in  Fernando  Po.  The 
King  being  desirous  to  return  to  Bonny,  engaged  a  passage  for 
himself  and  family  on  board  a  ship  bound  for  the  River  Bonny, 
and  was  forcibly  prevented  by  the  Acting  Consul,  J.  W.  B.  Lyn- 
slager,  Esq.,  from  embarking,  (vide  Certificate  from  Captain 
Robinson,  Appendix  Ko.  5.)  On  the  5 th  December,  1854,  Hr. 
Lynslager  wrote  to  the  King,  informing  him  that  he  had  received 
instructions  from  England  to  prevent  him  from  returning  to  Bon¬ 
ny,  and  to  appoint  him  a  place  of  residence,  (vide  Appendix  6.) 
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Mr,  Lynslager,  after  consultation  with  Commodore  Adams, 
fixed  on  the  Island  of  Ascension,  as  the  future  residence  of  the 
Iving,  and  ordered  him  to  be  ready  on  the  7th  December,  inst., 
1854,  to  embark  with  his  family,  servants,  and  property,  on  board 
H.  B.  M.  Ship  ‘  Pluto/  To  this  letter  the  king  sent  a  protest, 
(vide  Appendix  No.  7.)  but  Mr.  Lynslager  returned  the  letter 
unanswered,  and  on  the  7th  December,  the  King  was  forcibly  re¬ 
moved  on  J)oard  the  Pluto,  and  conveyed  with  his  family  a 
prisoner  to  the  Island  of  Ascension. 

From  the  Island  of  Ascension  King  Pepple  wrote  repeated 
letters  to  H.  M.  the  Queen  of  England  and  to  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment,  complaining  of  the  unjust  treatment  to  which  he  had  been 
subjected,  and  praying  to  be  set  at  liberty,  and  permitted  to  return 
to  Bonny,  or  to  come  to  Eu gland  to  vindicate  his  cause  and  pro¬ 
secute  his  claims  on  the  British  Government.  At  length,  on  the 
27th  November,  1855,  the  British  Consul  at  Fernando  Po  writes 
to  inform  King  Pepple  (vide  Appendix  No.  8)  that  H.  B.  M. 
Government  has  granted  his  petition,  and  that  he  is  free  to  depart 
from  Ascension,  when  and  how  he  pleases ;  but  at  his  own  risk 
and  expense,  costs  and  charges;  and  that  no  British  Naval  Officer 
is  to  assist  him 

The  King  accordingly  with  much  difficulty,  and  by  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  kind  friends,  sailed  with  his  family  for  England,  where 
he  arrived  in  the  month  of  June,  1856. 

3rd.  The  Befusal  of  the  Goveenment  to  meet  the  Just 
Claims  of  King  Pepple. 

The  claims  of  the  King  for  sums  due  under  Treaty,  for  com¬ 
pensation  for  losses  sustained,  and  for  expenses  to  which  he  has 
been  put  by  the  illegal  conduct  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government, 
amount  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  £46,663.  Since  the  King’s 
arrival  in  England  these  claims  have  been  repeatedly  urged  on 
the  Government,  who  while  in  their  correspondence  they  have 
virtually  admitted  the  claims  of  the  King,  and  have  even  made 
certain  payments  on  account,  have  to  the  present  time,  declined 


to  enter  fairly  upon  the  subject  of  those  claims,  and  to  award  to 
the  King  the  compensation  he  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  claim. 

They  have  indeed  manifested  a  very  laudable  desire  to  get  rid 
of  a  troublesome  question,  by  shipping  the  King  and  his  family 
back  to  the  Bonny,  a  course  which  if  suggested  bona  fide,  is  in 
most  extraordinary  contrast  with  his  forcible  removal  to,  and  de¬ 
tention  at,  the  Island  of  Ascension,  and  the  withholding  from 
him  all  assistance  when  set  at  liberty  there,  either  to  return  to 
Bonny,  or  to  reach  Great  Britain. 

The  question  now  naturally  suggests  itself — What  object  could 
the  British  Government  have  in  thus  dealing  with  King  Pepple  ? 
The  King  himself  had  in  his  correspondence  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  asked  this  question  again  and  again ;  but  in  vain.  And  it 
is  important  to  remark,  that  up  to  the  present  moment,  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Government  have  not  alleged  that  King  Pepple  did  not  faith¬ 
fully  carry  out  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  treaties,  or  that  he  had 
committed  any  offence  whatever  against  Her  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment,  or  against  any  British  subject.  Where  then  the  motive 
for  such  treatment  ?  It  will  be  found  in  certain  extracts  from  a 
Despatch  received  from  Mr.  Beecroft,  and  which  was  at  length 
communicated  to  the  King  by  the  Government.  This  document 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  (Ho.  9,)  and  should  be  read  with 
great  attention,  as  it  affords  the  true  key  to  as  flagrant  and  in¬ 
iquitous  a  piece  of  jobbing  and  injustice  as  was  ever  perpetrated 
under  cover  of  the  British  flag,  and  in  the  name  of  the  British 
Government. 

Prom  Mr.  Beecroft’s  despatch  it  appears,  that  the  real  crime  of 
which  King  Pepple  had  been  guilty,  was  the  entering  into  com¬ 
petition  with  British  subjects  in  the  trade  of  Palm  Oil,  and  other 
articles  of  African  produce.  On  the  abolition  of  the’  Slave  Trade 
King  Pepple  turned  his  attention  to  the  trade  in  Oil ;  and  the 
English  traders  complain  that  the  operations  of  the  King  inter¬ 
fere  with  their  gains.  They  communicate  with  Mr.  Beecroft,  himself 
a  large  trader  in  Palm  Oil,  and  equally  interested  with  the  other 
British  Traders  in  getting  rid  of  the  inconvenient  competition  of 
King  Pepple.  Advantage  is  taken  of  a  temporary  insubordination 
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of  the  Chiefs,  and  Mr.  Beecroft  appears,  armed  with  all  the  authority 
and  power  of  Her  Majesty’s  representative  in  those  seas.  A  mock 
enquiry  is  held,  the  fears  of  King  Pepple  are  worked  upon,  and 
he  is  eventually  decoyed  on  board  one  of  H.  M.  ships  of  war,  on 
the  solemn  assurance  to  himself  and  to  his  Chiefs,  that  as  freely 
as  he  went,  he  should  be  free  to  return  when  he  pleased.  A 
mock  form  of  deposition  is  got  up  under  the  presidentship  of 
H.  B.  M.  Consul,  and  an  equally  mock  election  of  another  king, 
who  is  made  to  stipulate,  what  ? — why,  that  he  shall  not  engage 
in  Trade  !  ! 

Having  thus  secured  the  person  of  King  Pepple,  Mr.  Beecroft 
returns  in  triumph  to  Pernando  Po,  and  the  unfortunate  King 
having  trusted  to  the  good  faith  of  the  British  Consul,  finds  him¬ 
self  a  prisoner.  Garbled  statements  are  sent  home,  and  on  these 
ex-parte  statements,  which  on  their  very  face  disclose  the  iniquity 
of  the  whole  proceeding,  without  any  legal  investigation,  by  the 
mere  fiat  of  the  Foreign  Office,  the  King  of  Bonny,  an  indepen¬ 
dent  and  friendly  Prince,  over  whom  the  British  Government 
had  no  pretence  of  jurisdiction,  save  that  of  the  strong  over  the 
weak,  with  whom  Her  Majesty  had  entered  into  Treaties,  against 
whom  not  the  shadow  of  an  offence  against  Great  Britain,  or 
British  subjects  is  ever  alleged,  save  that  he  could  afford  to  un¬ 
dersell  them  in  the  market  for  Palm  Oil,  and  who  in  the  hour 
of  need  had  unsuspectingly  confided  in  the  generosity  and  good 
faith  of  the  British  Government,  was  not  only  prevented,  contrary 
to  the  most  solemn  pledge,  from  returning  to  his  own  territories, 
but  was  forcibly,  and  against  his  own  solemn  protest,  deported  to 
a  distant  island,  and  held  prisoner  in  a  strange  place,  and  among 
strange  people. 

Prom  the  British  Government,  King  Pepple  appeals  to  the 
British  People, — in  whose  justice  and  generosity  he  has  the 
fullest  confidence, — and  he  invites  the  most  searching  examination 
into  the  truth  of  this  statement,  and  the  bona  fide  character  of 
his  claims  upon  the  British  Government. 

Tottenham, 

June,  1857. 


APPENDIX. 


Iso.  1.  (Copy.) 

Convention  for  the  total  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade ,  agreed  upon 
by  William  Tucker,  Esq.,  Captain  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Ship  “  Iris and  Senior  Officer  in  command  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Ships  and  Vessels  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and 
King  Pepple  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny  Dominions. 

It  is  agreed,  and  the  two  contracting  Parties  hereby  covenant  and  agree  — 

1st.  That  the  Slave  Trade  shall  be  totally  and  for  ever  abolished  in  the 
dominions  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  King  Pepple  and  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Bonny,  and  that  no  Slaves  shall  be  passed  through  or  exported  from  those 
dominions  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  agreement. 

2nd.  That  in  consideration  of  the  total  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  for 
ever,  and  that  no  Slaves  shall  be  permitted  to  pass  through  or  be  exported 
from  the  said  dominions,  Great  Britain  engages  to  pay  to  King  Pepple,  on  the 
ratification  of  this  agreement,  Goods  to  the  amount  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars 
per  annum  for  five  years. 

3rd.  That  on  each  future  time  of  making  the  annual  gift,  the  inen-of- 
war  bringing  the  annual  gift,  King  Pepple  shall  furnish  Great  Britain  with 
a  document  from  the  Merchants  frequenting  the  Bonny,  certifying  the  fact 
that  no  Slave-Trade  has  to  their  knowledge  existed  there,  and  that  no  Slaves 
have  been  passed  through  the  dominions  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
King  Pepple  and  the  Chiefs  of  Bonny  dining  the  preceding  year. 

4th.  That  if  at  any  time  whatever,  either  from  want  of  that  document, 
or  from  any  other  circumstance,  it  shall  appear  that  the  Slave-Trade  has  been 
carried  on  in,  from,  or  through  the  dominions  subject  to  the  dominion  of  King 
Pepple  and  the  Chiefs  of  Bonny,  the  gifts  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article 
will  be  discontinued,  the  Slave-Trade  will  be  put  down  by  Great  Britain  by 
force,  and  King  Pepple  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny  will  subject  themselves 
to  severe  acts  of  displeasure  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

5th.  That  King  Pepple  shall  make  a  proclamation  and  a  law  prohibit¬ 
ing  all  his  subjects  or  persons  depending  on  him  from  selling  any  slaves  to  be 
transported  from  the  dominions  subject  to  his  jurisdiction,  or  to  aid,  or  abel, 
or  assist  in  pay  such  sale,  under  penalty  of  severe  punishment. 

6th.  That,  at  the  particular  request  of  King  Pepple,  the  said  gift  shall 
be  paid  to  him  in  dollars,  viz.,  ten  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  year  by  year, 
for  five  years,  upon  the  document  required  being  received  as  proof  of  liu 
having  fulfilled  the  above  articles. 
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7th.  And  this  agreement  shall  be  considered  binding,  and  be  continued 
in  full  force  by  and  to  the  heirs  and  successors  of  King  Pepple. 


8th.  That  should  Great  Britain  at  any  future  time  permit  the  Slave- 
Trade  to  be  carried  on  again,  the  Kings  and  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny  shall  be  at 
1  iberty  to  carry  on  the  Slave-Trade  also. 


Done  at  the  Parliament-House,  Bonny  Town,  this  20  August,  1841. 

(Signed)  William  Tucker,  in  the  presence  of — 

W.  Y.  Blount,  Lieut.  Com.  H.  M.  S.  “  Pluto.” 
Wm.  Webster,  2  Lieut.  H.  M.  S.  “  Iris.” 

Thos.  E.  Symonds,  Lieut.  H.  M.  S.  Iris.” 
Robt.  Nuberne,  Asst.  Surgeon  do. 

Christopher  Jackson,  Ship  “  Hesperus.” 
his 

Jack  X  Brown. 
mark. 


King  Pepple. 

Manilla  Pepple. 

Anna  Pepple. 

Jew  Jew  Peter. 

King  Holliday. 
Parliament  Gentleman 
Old  Indian  Queen. 


ZfJ 

-a 

a 


a> 


Jeingo. 

Grand  Bonny. 
King  George. 
Black  Foubre. 
Tom  Tom. 
Dappa. 

John  Africa. 


NTo.  2.  (Copy.) 

(Engagement  between  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England ,  and  the 
King  and  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny ,  for  the  Abolition  of  the 
Traffic  in  Slaves. 

(Signed  at  Grand  Bonny  Town.) 

Thomas  Rodney  Eden,  Esquire,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty’s  Ship  “  Am- 
phitrite,”  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen  of  England,  and  the  King 
and  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny,  and  of  the  neighbourhood,  on  the  part  of  themselves 
and  of  their  Country,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles  and  Conditions 

ARTICLE  1st. 

The  Export  of  Slaves  to  Foreign  Countries  is  for  ever  abolished  in  the 
territories  of  the  King  and  Chiefs  of  Bonny ;  and  the  King  and  the  Chiefs  of 
Bonny  engage  to  make  and  proclaim  a  Law  prohibiting  any  of  their  subjects 
or  any  person  within  their  jurisdiction,  from  selling  or  assisting  in  the  sale 
of  any  Slave  for  transportation  to  a  Foreign  Country  ;  and  the  King  and  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Bonny  promise  to  inflict  a  severe  punishment  on  any  person 
who  shall  break  this  Law. 

ARTICLE  2nd. 

No  European  or  other  person  whatever,  shall  be  permitted  to  reside  within 
the  territory  of  the  King  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  in  any  way  the  traffic  in  Slaves ;  and  no  houses,  or  stores,  or 


11 


buildings  of  any  kind  whatever,  shall  he  erected  for  the  purpose  of  Slave 
Trade  within  the  territory  of  the  King  and  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny  ;  and  if  any 
such  houses,  stores,  or  buildings  shall  at  any  future  time  be  erected,  and  the 
King  and  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny  shall  fail  or  he  unable  to  destroy  them,  they 
may  he  destroyed  by  any  British  Officers  employed  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade. 


ARTICLE  3rd. 

If  at  any  time  it  shall  appear  that  Slave  Trade  has  been  carried  on  through 
or  from  the  Territory  of  the  King  and  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny,  the  Slave  Trade 
may  he  put  down  by  Great  Britain  by  force  upon  that  territory ;  and  British 
Officers  may  seize  the  Boats  of  the  Bonny  found  anywhere  carrying  on  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  the  King  and  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny  will  be  subject  to  a  severe 
act  of  displeasure  on  the  part  of  the  Queen  of  England. 

ARTICLE  4th. 

The  Slaves  now  held  for  exportation  shall  be  delivered  up,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  carried  to  a  British  Colony  and  there  liberated ;  and  all  the  imple¬ 
ments  of  Slave  Trade,  and  the  Barracoons  or  buildings  exclusively  used  in 
the  Slave  Trade  shall  be  forthwith  destroyed. 

ARTICLE  5th. 

Europeans  or  other  persons  now  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  are  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  the  country;  the  houses,  stores,  or  buildings  hitherto  employed  as 
Slave  Factories,  if  not  converted  to  lawful  purposes  within  three  months  of 
the  conclusion  of  this  engagement,  are  to  be  destroyed. 

ARTICLE  6th. 

The  subjects  of  the  Queen  of  England  may  always  trade  freely  with  the 
people  of  Bonny  in  every  article  they  may  wish  to  buy  and  sell,  in  all  the 
places  and  parts  and  rivers  within  the  territories  of  the  King  and  Chiefs  of 
the  Bonny.  And  the  King  and  Chiefs  of  the  Bonny  pledge  themselves  to 
shew  no  favour  and  give  no  privilege  to  the  Ships  and  Traders  of  other 
countries,  which  they  do  not  shew  to  those  of  England. 

ARTICLE  7th. 

An  Annual  Present  for  Five  Tears  of  Goods  of  British  Manufacture  to  the 
value  of  two  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  granted  to  King  Pepple  ;  such  goods 
to  be  delivered  only  upon  the  production  of  Certificates,  signed  by  the  Masters 
of  the  British  merchant  vessels  frequenting  that  river,  to  the  effect  that  the 
foregoing  stipulations  of  the  treaty  have  been  fulfilled  with  good  faith  by  the 
King  and  Chiefs. 

ARTICLE  8th. 

Power  is  hereby  expressly  reserved  to  the  Republic  of  France  to  become  a 
party  to  this  treaty,  if  the  Republic  should  think  fit ;  agreeably  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  5th  Article  of  the  Convention  betwen  Her  Majesty  and  the  late 
King  of  the  French,  signed  at  London  on  the  29th  May,  1845. 


In  faith  of  which  we  have  hereunto  set  our  Hands  and  Seals  at  Grand 
Bonny  Town,  this  21st  day  of  November,  1848. 

(Signed)  Thos.  Rodney  Eden.  ( Signed )  King  Pepple. 

Anne  Pepple 
Jack  Brown 
Dappo 

Manilla  Pepple 
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The  foregoing  Treaty  was  signed  and  sealed  in  our  presence  r 

(  Signed ) 

John  Tudor. 

John  Beecroft,  Parliament  X  Gentleman. 
Thomas  Lyon, 

J  ohn  Angus  Ward,  Jew  Jew  X  Guana. 

Charles  Caine, 

Thomas  Stowe, 

Thomas  Gregory. 


No.  3.  (Copy.) 

Clarence, 

August  1st,  1854. 

The  Bearer,  Pepple,  Ex-King  of  Bonny,  wishing  me  to  give  him  this,  I 
do  so  ;  certifying  that  I  was  present  when  he  left  Bonny,  and  that  he  also 
left  it  on  his  own  accord,  and  against  the  wishes  of  his  Chiefs  and  people. 

And  I  hereby  certify  that  I  was  present  when  the  late  much-lamented 
Governor  and  British  Consul  (Mr.  Beecroft,)  promised  him  (Pepple)  that  he 
should  return  to  his  country  whenever  he  wished.  He  (Mr.  Beecroft)  inform¬ 
ing  the  Chiefs,  &c.,  «fec.,  that  Pepple  was  only  leaving  for  a  season. 

The  above  I  am  ready  to  verify  on  oath. 

(Signed)*  W.  G.  BIRKETT. 

*  Supercargo  for  Hatton  and  Cookson,  Merchants,  Liverpool. 


No.  4.  (Copy.) 

The  bearer,  Pepple,  Ex-King  of  Bonny,  wishing  me  to  give  him  this,  I  do 
so ;  certifying  that  I  was  present  when  he  left  Bonny,  and  that  he  also  left 
it  of  his  own  accord,  and  against  the  wishes  of  his  chiefs  and  people.  And  I 
hereby  certify  that  I  was  present  when  the  late  much-lamented  Governor  and 
British  Consul  (Mr.  Beecroft)  promised  him  (Pepple)  that  he  should  return 
to  his  country  whenever  he  wished ;  he  (Mr.  Beecroft)  informing  the  Chiefs, 
&c.,  &c.,  that  Pepple  was  only  leaving  for  a  season. 

The  above  I  am  ready  to  verify  on  oath. 

TIIOS.  STOWE, 

Supercargo  for  Harrison  and  Co.,  Liverpool  Merchants. 
Clarence  :  25th  October,  1854, 


No.  5.  (Copy.) 

London;  16th  July,  1856. 

I  hereby  certify,  (on  oath  if  required,)  I  being  present  at  Fernando  Po, 
that  King  Pepple  paid  passage-money  for  himself  and  part  of  his  family  from 
Fernando  Po  to  Bonny;  but  that  he  was  prevented  leaving  Fernando  Po  by 
the  acting  British  Consul,  J.  W.  B.  Lynslager,  Esq.,  and  the  passage-money 
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was  returned  to  him  by  the  Captain,  and  he  was  detained  at  Fernando  Po 
until  H.  M.  S.  “Pluto,”  arrived,  and  took  him  off  to  Ascension  against  his 
xoill. 

Your  obedient, 

( Signed )  W.  ROBINSON, 
Sailing  Master  at  Fernando  Po  ;  Schocner  “  Mary.’ 


No.  6.  (Copy.) 

Clarence,  Fernando  Po, 
oth  December,  1854. 

Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  Despatch  from  Her 
Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affair’s,  in  which  it  is  sta¬ 
ted,  that  “  it  is  desirable  to  prevent  your  returning  to  the  river  Bonny,  and 
that  I  am  to  appoint  you  a  place  of  residence.” 

As  a  British  Colony  is  much  more  desirable  for  your  residence  than  this,  a 
Spanish  Colony,  I  have  consulted  with  Commodore  Adams,  Commander-in- 
Clrief  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Naval  Forces  on  this  coast,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Island  of  Ascension  is  much  more  suitable  for  your 
residence,  from  its  healthy  qualities,  and  distance  from  your  former  territory, 
than  any  place  on  this  coast. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  yourself,  wife,  and  servants,  with  your 
property,  he  prepared  to  embark  from  this  place,  in  Her  Majesty’s  Steam 
Ship  “  Pluto,”  for  the  Island  above  named,  on  Thursday  first,  the  7th  inst., 
at  noon. 

On  your  arrival  there,  Commodore  Adams  has  very  kindly  promised  that 
you  will  have  his  house  for  a  residence. 

I  am,  Ac., 

( Signed )  J.  W.  B.  LYXSLAGER, 

Governor,  and  Acting  British  Consul. 

To  Ex- King  Pepple, 

Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 


No.  7.  (Copy.) 

Clarence  :  December  6,  1854. 

( To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Fernando  Po.) 

Sir, 

I  have  received  a  comnnmication  from  you,  informing  me  of  jrour 
intention  to  remove  me  from  this  Island  to  the  Island  of  Ascension,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  placing  me  more  remotely  from  my  country. 

As  I  regard  this  as  an  infringement  on  my  liberty  and  personal  freedom,  I 
feel  it  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  while  I  offer  no  resistance  to  this  forcible 
removal,  I  will  not  consent  to  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

J.  B.  Lynslager,  Esquire.  ( Signed )  PEPPLE. 

(N.B.  This  was  sent  back  by  Mr,  Lynslager,  without  answer  or  acknowledgment.) 


% 
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No.  8.  (Copy.) 


Sir, 


Fernando  Po  ;  27th  November,  1855. 


I  am  desired  by  Her  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  advise  you  that  you  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  leave  the 
Island  of  Ascension  whenever  you  can  find  the  means  of  doing  so  at  your  own 
risk  and  expence  ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  to  show  you  the  great  disadvantage 
you  will  be  under  in  leaving  that  place. 

In  August  last,  there  was  a  civil  rebellion  in  your  former  territory.  King 
Dappo  had  died  some  days  previous,  and  your  two  principal  adherents, 
Yanibo  and  Ischacco  were  charged  with  poisoning  him.  Captain  Witt  hap¬ 
pening  to  be  on  shore,  took  these  two  men  off  with  him  to  his  ship,  with  a 
few  servants  they  had  with  them.  Anne  Pepple  sent  three  of  his  people  to 
Yanibo’s  house,  to  ascertain  if  the  report  that  he  and  Ischacco  had  gone,  was 
true; — these  three  men  were  shot  by  Yanibo’s  people.  In  a  moment,  the 
Towns-people  were  in  arms.  A  fearful  slaughter  ensued.  The  wives,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  slaves  of  these  two  men  were  all  murdered— and  I  am  deeply  sorry 
to  inform  you  that  your  own  people  were  also  sacrificed.  Some  of  them  kept 
possession  of  your  house  till  the  food  was  exhausted,  when  they  ignited  some 
gunpowder,  and  thus  ended  their  miserable  existence.  Your  house  is  pulled 
down,  and  the  ground  has  been  dug  up  all  over.  Your  people  are  all  mur¬ 
dered,  and  the  Chiefs  of  Bonny  assembled  in  a  Public  Meeting  convened  by 
me,  then  and  there  stated,  that  if  you  returned  to  that  River  they  would  kill 
you. 

Now  Sir,  at  your  request  you  are  free.  Your  petition  to  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty,  Queen  Victoria,  has  been  acceded  to,  and  you  are  now  at  perfect 
liberty  to  go  where  you  choose  ;  but  I  would  strongly  advise  you  to  remain 
at  Ascension ;  the  flag  of  England  gives  you  its  protection.  You  must  now 
be  aware  that  your  going  to  Bonny  would  be  the  cause  of  another  disturb¬ 
ance,  in  which  the  infuriated  people  would  take  your  life. 

Her  Majesty’s  Government  at  the  same  time  order  me  to  pay  you  the  sum 
of  Four  Thousand  Dollars  due  to  you. 

In  compliance  with  that  oi’dcr,  I  enclose  you  a  set  of  Bills  of  Exchange  on 
the  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  for  the 
sum  of  Ninety-three  Pounds,  Six  Shillings  and  Eight-pence  sterling  ;  which, 
with  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  sterling,  I  have  repaid  Commodore 
Adams,  which  he  advanced  to  you  some  time  ago  ;  and  Fifteen  Pounds  ster¬ 
ling  for  your  expenses  incurred  in  England  by  your  servant  Harvey ;  making 
in  all  One  Thousand  Dollars  -.—leaving  due  to  you  a  balance  of  Three  Thou¬ 
sand  Dollars,  which  will  be  paid  to  you  in  instalments. 

I  fervently  hope  you  will  see  the  great  advantages  you  have  by  remaining 
in  Ascension. 

While  I  was  in  Bonny  in  September  last,  I  got  three  of  your  children  in 
my  care  whose  lives  were  endangered.  They  are  named,  one  girl,  O’uraba; 
and  two  boys,  O’neu  and  O’nenz-za-ma. 

I  am  waiting  instructions  from  Her  Majesty’s  Government  what  I  am  to 
do  with  them ;  with  Yanibo  and  Ischacco  and  their  servants  who  are  now 
here  under  my  protection,  and  who  cannot  on  any  consideration  return  to  the 
Bonny— popular  excitement  being  such,  that  they  would  be  instantly  mur¬ 
dered. 

As  a  resident  in  this  country  for  nearly  thirty  years,  let  me  advise  you  to 
remain  where  you  are ;  that  you  may  now  spend  your  life  in  quietness,  free 
from  the  turmoil  of  a  disaffected  people.  As  I  am  fully  and  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  black  man’s  character,  I  know  the  Bonny-mcn’s  threats  will 
be  fully  carried  out  against  you. 
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In  conclusion,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  no  British  naval  officer  can  assist 
you  in  leaving  Ascension,  should  you  after  reading  this,  remain  resolute  in 
doing  so  ;  which  will  lose  you  the  good  will  of  the  Queen  of  England,- — and 
if  you  return  to  your  former  seat  of  power,  the  result  will  he  as  I  have  said. 

You  will  please  to  forward  me  an  answer  to  this  at  your  earliest  conve¬ 
nience,  so  that  I  may  have  further  communication  with  Her  Majesty’s 
Government. 

I  am,  &c. 

{Signed.)  J.  W.  B.  LYNSLAGER, 

Acting  British  Consul, 

(Bight  of  Biafra.) 

Ex-King  Pepple,  Island  of  Ascension. 


No.  9. 

Copy  of  Enclosure  in  Lord  Clarendon’ s  Letter ,  dated ,  Foreign 
Office,  July  23,  1856,  purporting  to  be  “  Extracts  from  Con¬ 
sul  Beecroft’s  Journal' of  his  proceedings  in  the  River  Bonny, 
in  January ,  1854.* 

* 

On  January  19th,  Her  Majesty’s  Consul,  John  Beecroft,  Esq.,  arrived  in 
Bonny,  to  investigate  King  Pepple’ s  conduct,  and  at  the  request  of  the  mas¬ 
ters,  conveyed  in  two  letters,  on  December  17th  and  31st. 

January  20th,  at  10  a.m.,  went  on  shore  and  convened  a  Meeting  of  King 
Pepple  and  Chiefs. 

The  first  point  entered  upon  was  Pepple’ s  reason  for  trying  to  commence  a 
war  with  New  Calabar,  which  he  denied,  and  said  such  was  never  his  inten¬ 
tion.  The  Chiefs  said  it  was  his  intention,  and  that  they  accompanied  him 
as  far  as  in  sight  of  Young  Town,  without  knowing  his  intention  was  other¬ 
wise  than  to  visit  his  mother’s  country,  Billa;  and  upon  arriving  there,  he 
requested  them  to  lay  in  wait  at  a  certain  point  which  the  Calabar  men  must 
pass  on  their  way  to  the  ships,  which  they  refused,  telling  him  they  did  not 
come  to  war. 

The  next  question  was  relative  to  whether,  if  the  Consul  reinstated  him, 
prohibiting  him  from  all  trade,  and  allowing  him  two-thirds  of  the  “  Coomey” 
for  his  support,  he  would  remain  as  King,  and  conduct  the  business  of  the 
country  as  formerly.  Upon  consideration,  he  answered  he  would  do  so. 

The  chiefs  were  then  asked  if  they  would  keep  him  as  King  upon  these 
terms. —  They  answered  they  were  tired  of  his  rule,  and  did  not  wish  him  to 
remain  King  any  longer,  bringing  a  series  of  charges  against  him,  such  as 
oppression  and  tyranny. 

The  Consul  then  enquired  whom  they  had  appointed  as  his  successor,  if  he 
was  removed  from  being  King,  as  he  could  not  allow  the  country  to  remain 
without  a  headman.  They  answered^  Prince  Dappo,  the  son  of  an  elder  bro¬ 
ther  than  Pepple,  and  the  rightful  heir.  The  Consul  informed  them  that  he 
should  draw  up  certain  laws  restricting  him  from  all  trade,  &c.,  allowing  him 
two-thirds  of  the  “  Coomey”  for  his  support,  and  that  his  whole  time  must 
be  given  to  governing  the  country  ;  to  all  of  which  they  were  agreeable. 

Upon  Prince  Dappo  being  proposed,  Pepple  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
Consul,  and  begged  to  be  removed  to  Fernando  Po,  to  which  the  Consul  con¬ 
sented.  Shortly  afterwards  the  whole  of  the  Chiefs  said  that  ‘  sooner  than 
Pepple  should  be  taken  away,  they  would  let  him  be  King  again.’ 


*  The  King  never  saw  nor  heard  of  these  documents  until  after  his  arrival  in  England. 
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They  also  said  they  thought  if  he  was  taken  away,  the  Eboe  men  would  not 
pay  either  his  debts  or  theirs.  It  was  elicited  from  them  that  the  chief  reason 
they  did  not  wish  him  to  go  was,  that  they  might  be  called  upon  to  pay  his 
debts,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  their  Jeu-Jeu.  The  Consul  explained  that 
he  was  not  taking  him  away,  but  allowing  him  to  go  at  his  own  request. 
The  chiefs  then  retired  to  discuss,  and  afterwards  said  they  did  not  care  where 
Pepple  went  if  he  paid  his  debts  first. 

The  whole  of  this  day  and  the  21st,  were  devoted  to  hearing  palavers,  and 
going  through  the  book. 

On  the  23rd,  Pepple  was  pronounced  deposed,  and  Prince  Dappo  formally 
elected  King,  under  the  title  of  King  Dappo  :  the  boats  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Ship  “  Antelope  ”  firing  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns. 


Copy  of  Second  Document  sent  by  Lord  Clarendon  to  the  King,  in 
his  letter  of  July  23,  1856,  in  which  it  is  described  as  an 
“  Enclosure  in  Consul  Beecroft's  Journal 

[Note. — It  will  be  observed  that  this  document  is  without  date. ] 

Chiefs  and  Traders  in  the  River  Bonny,  to  Co?isul  Beecroft. 

Sir,  % 

"We,  the  undersigned  Chiefs  and  Traders  in  the  River  Bonny, 
beg  most  respectfully  to  lay  before  you  a  series  of  complaints  connected  with 
aggression  and  injustice  towards  us,  on  the  part  of  William  Pepple,  late  King 
of  this  place. 

1.  There  is  an  ancient  custom  that  when  any  person  dies,  the  King  be¬ 
stows  a  donation  of  cloth,  &c.  He  takes  advantage  of  this  afterwards,  and 
seizes  upon  all  the  effects  of  the  party  deceased,  and  if  the  head  of  a  house, 
takes  possession  of  all. 

2.  We  object  to  his  receiving  the  whole  of  the  “  Coomey,”  and  the  com¬ 
pensation  money  from  the  Queen  of  England,  as  previous  to  his  being  King, 
a  portion  of  the  “  Coomey,”  and  other  public  monies  were  set  aside  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  country,  instead  of  which,  he  keeps  all,  thereby  enabling 
him  to  send  goods  to  all  the  markets,  at  such  prices  as  we  are  totally  unfit  to 
compete  with,  and  seriously  injuring  the  whole  trade  of  the  country.  On 
several  occasions  when  representations  have  been  made  to  him  about  the  high 
prices  his  boys  have  been  paying  at  the  fair,  the  parties  complaining  have 
been  imprisoned  by  him,  and  mulcted  in  heavy  fines.  He  also  frequently 
expressed  his  determination  to  suppress  and  ruin  every  house  in  the  country, 
in  order  that  he  might  have  sole  and  uncontrolled  power. 

3.  The  last  and  most  serious  act  of  his,  had  we  co-operated  with  him, 
would  have  been  attended  with  total  ruin  to  the  country,  as  well  as  very 
serious  and  ruinous  loss  to  the  ships  in  the  river.  He  induced  us  by  mis¬ 
representations  to  equip  all  our  war-canoes,  to  the  number  of  43,  (and  at  very 
large  expense)  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  visit  of  ceremony  to  the  Billa 
country,  the  birth-place  of  his  mother,  but  on  approaching  New  Calabar,  we 
suspected  that  his  motives  were  hostile  to  that  country ;  subsequent  events 
have  proved  this,  and  we  refused  to  proceed,  seeing  too  that  we  had  no  cause 
for  going  to  war.  On  our  return  to  Bonny,  the  whole  voice  of  the  country 
called  for  his  removal,  and  we  accordingly  declared  him  no  longer  King. 

4.  As  we  are  anxious  that  the  Court  of  Equity,  established  here  by  you, 
should  be  carried  on  as  heretofore,  we  beg  you  to  excuse  us  attending  the 
house  built  by  the  white  men,  as,  from  its  proximity  to  the  king’ s,  we  con¬ 
sider  our  lives  not  safe  while  there,  but  will  most  willingly  attend  anywhere 
else  when  required,  until  this  matter  is  satisfactorily  arranged.  And  finally, 


17 


we  beg  your  assistance  in  removing  him  from  the  place,  as  we  are  fully  de¬ 
termined  that,  should  he  remain  as  king,  we  will  one  and  all  leave  the  coun¬ 
try,  as  we  are  quite  satisfied  that  fair  and  free  trade  cannot  be  carried  on  so 
long  as  he  remains  in  power. 


Annie  Peppi.e, 
Prince  Foobra, 
Manilla, 

Capt.  Hart, 
Sonjoo  Allison, 
Jack  Brown, 
Foobra, 
Worrasoo, 

George  Goodhead, 
Dick  Tei.efar, 


Gogo  Foobra, 

King  Holliday, 
Boniface, 

Tom  Brown, 

Charley  Africa,  for 
John, 

Tom  Taylor, 

Jack  Tei.efar, 

Oge  Africa, 

Jack  'Wilson  Peppi.e, 


We  remain,  <kc.,  <fcc.,  &c., 


\ 


! 


their  marks. 


